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The Vietnam War  

MULTIGENRE RESEARCH PROJECT 

 Task:Task:Task:Task: 
      To create a Multigenre Research Project.  What is a multigenre research project?  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 Process:Process:Process:Process: 

 For this project you are to research a topic relating to the Vietnam War. Pick something that 

interests you!  I have provided a list of topics attached; choose one that appeals particularly to 

you.  I will consider other choices, but they must be pre-approved.  

 

 You will research this topic just as you would for a traditional research paper: collecting 

information and reading it, synthesizing the information then presenting it through writing.  

Instead of a single extended traditional research paper, though, this project will consist of a 

number of creative pieces in various genres – poetry, advice columns, diary entries, news articles, 

lists, art or graphics – all informational or imaginative writing based on fact. 

 

 You will have a great deal of freedom in this project.  Sometimes you may break the rules of 

spelling, grammar and punctuation if ignoring them helps you to communicate the message and 

mood better.  (Of course, if one of your genres is a news article, it should be in standard English) 

 

 You will also have flexibility in choosing the point of view you use.  A particular genre, for 

instance, might portray events through the eyes of the subject, others who were present, or even 

from the viewpoint of an inanimate object.  Different parts of your topic will probably lend 

themselves to specific genres.   

 

 As you research your topic, you should try to discover a central, clear theme.  This theme might 

suggest a thread with which you may use to create cohesion among your separate pieces.  

 

 This project will reflect not only what you learned about your topic, but also the spirit of it and 

how you have come to feel about it.  Lighthearted? Upbeat? Spirited? Bleak? Violent? Lonely?  

The mood will surely come through.   

 

 

A multi-genre project is a compilation of research on a given topic presented in a special 

way that is specific to you.  It's a collection of many pieces of writing from a variety of 

genres; each one is self-contained yet connected to each other by theme or topic.  

- Project idea and instructions from Mary Fien-Silco, GRDG507, SJFC 

 

“There are many ways to see the world, many ways to show others what we see.” 

-Tom Romano 



 Requirements: Requirements: Requirements: Requirements:     

 You must provide five different genres.    

 Information should not be repeated in several pieces.     

 Your project should be arranged in some sensible order.    

 Include graphics or transition pieces (lyrics, quotes, facts, etc.) that tie one genre to the next.      

 A cover page with a title will be the first page.     

 A reflection piece – your project will end with an entry in which you reflect on the project 

itself.  How did your topic inspire your genres? What are some of the most important or 

interesting things you learned? What did you enjoy the most about the project? What was the 

most challenging part of the project?  

 A works cited page that includes at least five sources. My advice would be to start with the 

library databases here at school, or one of the many books here in our library.  Mr. Daggs is a 

great resource for help, so make sure to bring questions to him.   From there, go to the 

computer, browsing through online articles, research, primary sources and secondary sources.   

 Your project must be complied in a 3 ring binder, clear plastic report folder, or similar.  

 You should understand that I don’t have a certain preconceived idea of what your project will 

be.  In fact, I don’t know what it will look like OR how long it will be.  I hope that your project 

won’t look like any of the other ones that students will submit this year.  I expect that your 

individuality and personality will shine through. I want your paper to be creative and 

imaginative.  I want you to take risks and give your best effort.  I want to be able to turn to 

whomever is around when I have it and say, “Wow! Look to this!”  

 If you can, type it, but there are no color requirements, font requirements, and maybe some  

genres won’t even be typed, they may be artwork, etc.  

 Most of all – HAVE FUN. BE CREATIVE. TAKE A RISK. MAKE IT USEFUL. THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX. 

ENJOY THE PROCESS. LEARN SOMETHING NEW. 

 

 ChecklistChecklistChecklistChecklist::::    

You need to do the following to receive a grade on this project:  

 _______ A Cover Page with a Title 

 _______ Five different genres you create that show what you have learned about your topic  

 _______ Transitions or connections between each piece (graphics, lyrics, quotes, facts, etc.) 

 _______ A works cited page that includes at least 5 sources.   

 _______ Reflection entry at the end that answers the following questions 

o How did your topic inspire your genres? 

o Why is this topic important?  

o What are the most important or interesting things you learned? 

o What did you enjoy the most about the project? 

o What was the most challenging part of the project?  

 



Choose a topic of interest on the Vietnam War.  *Note: these are general or broad categories, so in some 

instances you might choose to narrow down the scope toward a specific piece or segment of the topic.   

In other words, you have the option to ‘zoom in’ on something in particular.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research Topics: 

 

1. Causes of the Vietnam War 

2. Vietnam: Land, History, and Culture 

3. 1960’s American Culture  

4. The Anti-War Movement 

5. The Draft [Selective Service, Conscription, etc.]  

6. Evading the Draft [Draft Dodging]  

7. Conscientious Objectors & Pacifists 

8. Combat Soldiers Who Fought in Vietnam 

9. Journalists and Journalism in Vietnam 

10. Role of Mass Media in Public Opinion  

11. Weapons/Technology of the Vietnam War 

12. Using Agent Orange Herbicide  

13. US Military or Political Leaders of the Vietnam War 

14. Vietnamese Military or Political Leaders of the Vietnam War 

15. Specific Battles [Ia Drang Valley, Hue, Khe Sanh, etc.] 

16. US Military Strategy [Body Count, Search & Destroy, etc.] 

17. NVA/VC Military Strategy [Guerilla Warfare]  

18. War Crimes: The Case of My Lai  

19. Role of Women in the Vietnam War 

20. Wounds of War and the Healing Process 

21. Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder [PTSD] 

22. Court Martials – Military Discipline  

23. POW’s & MIA’s  

24. The Boat People [Vietnamese Refugees]  

25. Other _______________________________________ 

 



Genre List:  This list is not all inclusive. There are hundreds of other genres. If you think of one not on the 

list, check with me first before you use it. 

  

Genre List: 

 Advertisements 
Advice Columns 
Announcements 

 Argumentative essays 
Biographies 

 Billboards 
Book jackets 
Book reviews 

 Bulletins 
Bumper stickers 
Business reports 

 CD liners 
Calendars 
Cartoons or comic strips 

 Certificates or awards 
 Class notes 

Contracts 
Collages 

 Commendations 
 Conversations 

Dedications 
Definitions 
Diary entries 

 Diplomas  
Directions/instructions 
Editorials 
Encyclopedia entries 

 Epitaphs  
Eulogies 
Fairy tales 

 Family Trees 
 Graffiti 

Graphs or charts 
 Historical fiction 

Horoscopes 
Informative essays  
Interview transcripts 
Invitations  
Journal entries  
Letters to the editor  

 Lists 
 Magazine covers 

 

Map with explanations 
 Magazine articles 

Movie reviews 
Monologues 
Menus 

 Myths 
Newspaper articles 

 Obituaries 
 Pamphlets 

Personal letters 
 Pictures or photographs 
 Poems or poetry  
 Police reports 

Post cards 
Posters 

 Prayers 
Psychiatrists’ reports 
Questionnaires 
Radio broadcasts 

 Recipes 
 Reports 
 Requisitions  

Resumes  
Scientific lab reports 

 Schedules or to-do lists 
Short stories 

 Scripts 
 Skits 
 Song lyrics 
 Special event invitations 

Speeches 
 Surveys 
 Tattoos 

Telegrams 
Textbook sections 
Tickets 
Timelines 

 Travel brochures 
Tributes 
TV Commercials  
Wanted posters 
Wills 
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Grading Rubric:Grading Rubric:Grading Rubric:Grading Rubric:    

CATEGORY DESCRIPTION SCORE 

Structure Project includes a cover page with title, at least 5 

genres, transitions, works cited and reflection. 

 

10% 

Content: 

Quality 

Covers topic content in-depth with details and 

examples. Subject knowledge is excellent. Each of the 

required elements is strong in its language, clarity, 

meaning, and information. The writing meets the 

intended purpose and matches needs of the audience. 

 

40% 

Content: 

Creativity & 

Originality 

The product shows a large amount of original thought 

and effort. Ideas are creative and inventive on the part 

of the writer. The genres used are appropriate for the 

content presented, and specific genre conventions are 

used in each.  

 

20% 

Content: 

Organization 

Content is well organized, genres are identifiable, and 

there is strong storyline throughout. 

 

10% 

Reflection 

 

Reflection entry answers each of the required 

questions fully and thoughtfully. 

 

10% 

Research Research was thorough and documented with at least 

5 sources used and cited. Bibliography is properly 

formatted in MLA style, and sources are listed 

alphabetically. 

 

10% 

 

 

Feedback/Comments:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Score  

 

Research Topic  
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